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T H E V I C T O R I A N A T U R A L I S T 

P u b l i s h e d by 
THE VICTORIA NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY 

V o l . 2 8 : No. 8 A p r i l 1972 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
Most readers w i l l have recognized our cover photo

graph f o r what i t i s , a p i c t u r e o f a s q u i r r e l . Some may 
have gone so f a r as to p i n i t down to a p i c t u r e o f a Red 
S q u i r r e l . A few w i l l have gone a step f a r t h e r and 
penetra ted my l i t t l e s ec r e t by d i s c o v e r i n g that t h i s i s 
no t y p i c a l Vancouver I s l a n d Red S q u i r r e l . 

I admit to the sub te r fuge l What you see on our 
cover i s a t y p i c a l p r a i r i e p r o v i n c e ' s Red S q u i r r e l , one 
which more observant mamtnologists w i l l have recognized 
by i t s g e n e r a l l y p a l e r pe lage . 

And t h e r e i n l i e s the ob jec t o f t h i s l i t t l e e x e r c i s e , 
f o r w h i l e s c i e n t i s t s have n e a t l y d i v i d e d the Red 
S q u i r r e l s o f t h i s con t inen t i n t o s e v e r a l s u b s p e c i e s , 
us ing morpho log ica l and anatomica l c r i t e r i a , they seem 
to have complete ly over looked an e q u a l l y impor tan t y a r d 
s t i c k , namely p s y c h o l o g i c a l . Maybe i t ' s because 
p s y c h o l o g i c a l measurements adapt themselves more to the 
l i v i n g mammal than to the musty tab les o f the d i s s e c t i n g 
room. 

Whatever the reason , l i t t l e or no s c i e n t i f i c acumen 
i s r e q u i r e d f o r the more observant among us to know that 
the Red S q u i r r e l s of Vancouver I s l a n d and s ay , those o f 
Mani toba , are d i f f e r e n t ; not because o f any obscure 
anatomical measurements, but because they act d i f f e r e n t . 
Each has a complete ly d i f f e r e n t mental o u t l o o k . 

On the one hand we have a Manitoba r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
of the c l an who b e l i e v e s tha t every waking moment must 
be spent p o l i c i n g the t e r r i t o r y ; announcing, w i t h 
s t r i d e n t c a l l s , the a r r i v a l o f s t r a n g e r s , and ushe r ing 
them through h i s wooded kingdom to the accompaniment o f 
w i l d v i t u p e r a t i o n . 

Bes ide him stands h i s sedate Vancouver I s l a n d cous in 
who minds h i s own b u s i n e s s , seldom r a i s e s h i s v o i c e , i s 
proper and p o l i t e a t a l l times and i s the epitome of 
mammalian p r o p r i e t y . 
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I ' m open to c r i t i c i s m of my i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f these 

d i f f e r e n c e s bu t the f a c t remains , they e x i s t . And s i n c e 
n o t h i n g e x i s t s w i t h o u t purpose , there must be s e l e c t i v e 
s u r v i v a l va lue i n the ac t i ons o f both s q u i r r e l s . 

I t makes one wonder. 

Cover photo and story 
by Harold Eosford 

ECOLOGY 
The word "eco logy" i s before us i n the p r e s s , r a d i o , 

and T . V . I t seems to be a new toy to p l a y around w i t h , 
ye t how many people r e a l l y understand what i t means? 

The way i n which i t i s put before us i t seems to be 
so compl ica ted tha t most people shy away from i t and say 
that i t i s something f o r the e x p e r t s . 

Y e t i t i s r e a l l y so s imple tha t i t should be i n t r o 
duced i n to our s c h o o l systems a t the grade 1 l e v e l , f o r 
t ha t i s where the g rea tes t impact i n a pe r son ' s l i f e i s 
made. 

Ecology t e l l s us that a l l l i f e i s in terwoven from 
the m i c r o s c o p i c to tha t animal c a l l e d man. 

Sometimes I wonder j u s t how the ecosystem got a long 
before man came upon the e a r t h ; there i s no doubt that 
the whole system s o r t e d and adapted i t s e l f t o c l i m a t e 
and other c o n d i t i o n s . 

I t h i n k tha t one o f the g rea tes t problems we have 
today i s to get man to understand and r e a l i z e what he i s 
doing w i t h the so c a l l e d " W i l d L i f e " . 

We must r e a l i z e what w i l l happen i f we keep on the 
same path o f d e s t r u c t i o n o f t h i s l i v i n g w o r l d i n the many 
ways i n which we are doing w i t h p o l l u t i o n i n i t s many 
forms. 

Perhaps the bes t method of g e t t i n g t h i s across to 
people i s by i n t e r p r e t a t i o n . " I n t e r p r e t a t i o n " i s a problem 
i n i t s e l f , f o r o f t en i t causes confus ion so the average 
person sh i e s away from i t . 

I t i s no t l i k e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of a language, but 
ecology i s to t e l l people about something tha t i s before 
t h e i r eyes . 

In t h i s method o f unders tanding i t i s making people 
r e a l i z e tha t a l l l i f e i s a product o f r o c k , and s o i l , 
water and a i r , weather , sunsh ine , p l a n t s and o ther 
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an ima l s ; t h i s o f course i n c l u d e s mankind which can be 
amongst the most impor tant of a l l . 

To understand w i l d l i f e one must understand the t o t a l 
landscape from the meadows, f o r e s t , marsh, d e s e r t , l akes 
and s t reams, yes even to the h igh mountains which have 
such a l a rge b e a r i n g upon the l and i n the v a l l e y s and 
p l a i n s . 

To understand ecology means good i n t e r p r e t a t i o n and 
tha t must come through expe r i ence . 

I t must be s imple to get the genera l p u b l i c to under
s tand and grasp t h i s t h i n g we c a l l " l i f e " , and t o r e a l i z e 
that the w o r l d and a l l i t s i n h a b i t a n t s are ever changing. 
There are no two days a l i k e , there never has been and there 
never can b e — i t i s ever new and ever o l d . 

Freeman King 

REPORT OF THE MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
FEBRUARY 4 , 1972 

A f t e r some p r e l i m i n a r y d i s c u s s i o n s o f the problem o f 
i n c r e a s i n g the membership o f the V i c t o r i a N a t u r a l H i s t o r y 
S o c i e t y , i t was your committee 's o p i n i o n tha t our o r g a n i 
z a t i o n su f fe red more from a l a c k o f membership p a r t i c i p a 
t i o n than from an a c t u a l shortage o f members. The present 
r o l l of something over 400 members may represent a 
r e spec tab le percentage o f the p o p u l a t i o n we have to draw 
from but when one counts heads at meetings o r f i e l d t r i p s , 
we do not fare so w e l l . Whi l e 100% membership p a r t i c i p a t i o n 
i s o f ten l i t t l e more than an unreachable i d e a l , the low 
turnout at our meetings and out ings demands some examina t ion . 
I t i s our o p i n i o n that the answer l i e s , i n p a r t , i n a more 
d i v e r s i f i e d program of a c t i v i t i e s , as w e l l as a more 
i n t e n s i v e p u b l i c i t y campaign. T h i s , we t h i n k , w i l l no t 
on ly he lp to i nc rease present membership p a r t i c i p a t i o n , 
but h o p e f u l l y , a t t r a c t new members as w e l l . 

We make the f o l l o w i n g recommendations: 
P u b l i c i t y 
1. Continue the present re leases to news, r a d i o and T . V . 
2 . Have a s imple but e f f e c t i v e 8^ ' x 11" pos t e r designed 

on which each meeting o r o u t i n g can be p u b l i c i z e d 
and which cou ld be posted on c e r t a i n s p e c i f i c n o t i c e 
boards i n the c i t y , i . e . L i b r a r i e s , Museums, 
U n i v e r s i t i e s , T o u r i s t Bureaus. 

3 . Take advantage o f the p o t e n t i a l o f Channel 10 T . V . 
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by hav ing a r e g u l a r p r e s e n t a t i o n by a member o r members 
o f the S o c i e t y 

4. Examine the p o s s i b i l i t y o f s e t t i n g up p e r i o d i c d i s 
p l a y s a t l o c a l hobby shows, shopping c e n t r e s , e t c . 

5 . Cons ider a telephone l i s t i n g where i n t e r e s t e d people 
cou ld get i n f o r m a t i o n about the S o c i e t y and i t s 
a c t i v i t i e s . 

Comment 
Inexpensive but a t t r a c t i v e pos te r s cou ld be p r i n t e d 

at a cost o f approximately $8.00 per hundred and w i t h a 
d i s t r i b u t i o n o f l e s s than 20 per meeting or ou t ing the 
t o t a l cos t would not amount to more than $20. to $30. pe r 
y e a r . The d i s t r i b u t i o n cou ld probably be c a r r i e d out 
under the present p u b l i c i t y se t -up w i t h no a d d i t i o n a l 
he lp needed. By j u d i c i o u s s e l e c t i o n o f the p l aces these 
pos te r s are d i s p l a y e d we would aim our program a t tha t 
segment o f the p u b l i c most l i k e l y to take advantage o f 
what we o f f e r . 

I t i s the o p i n i o n o f the chai rman, based on p rev ious 
exper ience i n t h i s f i e l d , that any attempt to e x p l o i t the 
p o t e n t i a l o f a p e r i o d i c t e l e v i s i o n p r e s e n t a t i o n depends 
f o r i t s success on two e s s e n t i a l p o i n t s : 1. That i t 
appear r e g u l a r l y - i . e . weekly o r monthly - and always a t 
the same t ime . 2 . That i t be hosted or c h a i r e d by one 
member, thus p r o v i d i n g i d e n t i f i c a t i o n and a sense o f con
t i n u i t y . We understand tha t free t ime i s a v a i l a b l e . I f a 
d e c i s i o n i s made to experiment w i t h T . V . a separate 
committee might be se t up which would work out the d e t a i l s 
o f programming. 

As f o r hobby shows and p r e sen t a t i ons at shopping 
c e n t r e s , the photographic resources o f the members o f the 
S o c i e t y would ensure success fo r ventures o f t h i s type and 
s t i m u l a t e great i n t e r e s t i n what we are d o i n g . 

Programming 
1. The presen t program of l e c t u r e s and f i e l d t r i p s be 

expanded to i n c l u d e 
(a) day t r i p s f a r t h e r a f i e l d , 
(b) j o i n t ou t ings w i t h o the r s o c i e t i e s ; 

- the p o s s i b i l i t y o f weekend out ings to 
remote a reas . 

2 . That ou t ings be o rgan ized on a n a t u r a l h i s t o r y survey 
b a s i s and not on an i n d i v i d u a l d i s c i p l i n e b a s i s . 

3 . That r epor t s o f each o u t i n g be recorded and f i l e d and 
p o s s i b l y p u b l i s h e d i n the N a t u r a l i s t . 
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4. That p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n be used where f e a s i b l e . 

D i s c u s s i o n 
As f a r as i t goes, the present program serves a use

f u l and e s s e n t i a l s e r v i c e but apparen t ly does not encourage 
very ex tens ive member p a r t i c i p a t i o n . I t i s our b e l i e f tha t 
by extending the f i e l d t r i p s to more remote a r e a s , by 
p o o l i n g the resources o f a l l d i s c i p l i n e s , by hav ing an 
o b j e c t i v e fo r each o u t i n g , and where p o s s i b l e , t r a v e l l i n g 
as a group, we cou ld i nc rease the t u r n - o u t . 

I t i s apparent tha t t r i p s to some areas may exclude 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n by some members - p a r t i c u l a r l y those unable 
to " r o u g h - i t " - but t h i s i s where the importance o f 
d i v e r s i t y becomes apparent . Var ious types o f a c t i v i t i e s 
w i l l a t t r a c t d i f f e r e n t elements o f the S o c i e t y . 

The N a t u r a l H i s t o r y Survey concept i s important 
because by making complete records of a l l obse rva t ions and 
f i n d i n g s on a t r i p we not on l y con t r i bu t e to the o v e r a l l 
knowledge o f n a t u r a l h i s t o r y bu t , h o p e f u l l y a g a i n , i n c r e a s e 
the p a r t i c i p a t i o n o f some of the l e s s popula r d i s c i p l i n e s 
such as entomology and geology. Repeat t r i p s to s p e c i f i c 
areas a t d i f f e r e n t seasons would s t i m u l a t e i n t e r e s t as 
w e l l as he lp to p rov ide a more v a l u a b l e survey o f the 
n a t u r a l h i s t o r y o f the a rea on a seasona l b a s i s . 

The use o f p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , where f e a s i b l e , 
keeps the group toge the r , o f f e r s o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r d i s 
cuss ion i n t r a n s i t and reduces the a l ready formidable d r a i n 
on the environment made by au tomobi les . 

Youth 
S ince t h i s i s a s p e c i a l a rea o f concern i t has been 

t rea ted s e p a r a t e l y . 
With the k i n d o f enthusiasm we f i n d among Freeman K i n g ' s 

j u n i o r s we wonder why more of these youngsters do not make 
the jump to the s e n i o r group. C e r t a i n l y there are heavy 
demands on a youngs te r ' s time du r ing the l a t e teens and 
e a r l y 20 f s but t h i s should not d iscourage us from t r y i n g to 
get more o f these young people to become i n v o l v e d w i t h the 
s e n i o r s o c i e t y . None o f the members o f your committee cou ld 
make s p e c i f i c recommendations towards s o l v i n g t h i s problem 
except to suggest that a young member be p l aced on the 
execu t ive of the s o c i e t y to act as a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f youth 
and to p rov ide a l i a i s o n w i t h young peop le . Out of t h i s may 
come proposa l s f o r a c t i v i t i e s which a t t r a c t more young people 

We should not over look the f ac t tha t a more d i v e r s i f i e d 
program, such as p r e v i o u s l y o u t l i n e d , may a l s o h e l p . 
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Conc lus ion 
Success i n any k i n d o f a program expansion such as 

that suggested w i l l depend to a l a rge ex ten t on the people 
running i t . There w i l l o b v i o u s l y be more work than can be 
handled by one program chairman. The re fo re , we th ink i t 
adv i sab l e that a s t and ing programme committee be e s t a 
b l i s h e d to coord ina te the many o r g a n i z a t i o n a l problems 
i n v o l v e d i n such an expans ion . 

R e s p e c t f u l l y submi t t ed . 
Harold Hosford} 

Chairman. 

FEBRUARY BIRD FIELD TRIP - ELK AND BEAVER LAKES 
Thi s o u t i n g was attended by 48 keen b i r d e r s i n c l u d i n g 

a group from the U n i v e r s i t y of V i c t o r i a under A l l a n Brooks , 
The weatherman s m i l e d s u n n i l y most o f the t ime . B i r d l i f e 
was mixed and v a r i e d from the t i n y Win te r Wren a t Beaver 
Lake to the mighty p a i r o f B a l d Eagles perched at the top 
of a spar on the west s i d e of the l a k e s . The abandoned 
eagles nes t at Eagle Park was observed. Could they s t i l l 
be n e s t i n g somewhere i n the area? 

I t must have been merganser week as the American and 
Hooded Mergansers put on a r e a l show i n b l a c k and whi te 
agains t the dark wa te r . Ex t ens ive workings o f the P i l e a t e d 
Woodpecker were observed. A l s o represented were Downy 
and H a i r y Woodpeckers. Most s m a l l w i n t e r b i r d s were seen . 

We had an enjoyable p i c n i c at the waters edge on the 
nor th end o f E l k Lake where we were observed at c lose 
quar te rs by a j u v e n a l B a l d E a g l e . 

A f t e r l unch the w a t e r b i r d p o p u l a t i o n o f M a r t i n d a l e 
was enjoyed, topped w i t h a f l i g h t d i s p l a y by a pigeon hawk. 

We s t a r t e d f o r home when r a i n began to f a l l . 

Cy Morehen 

MARCH GENERAL MEETING 
The major p o r t i o n o f the March 14th meeting i n v o l v e d 

the business o f the proposed by - l aw changes and the p r o 
posed inc rease i n dues. 

To b e g i n w i t h , however, there was a b r i e f s e s s i o n 
d e a l i n g most ly w i t h l a s t month's bus iness and t h i s was 
fo l lowed by a sho r t p r e s e n t a t i o n o f s l i d e s . The p i c t u r e s 
were taken a t the s o c i a l evening which was h e l d at the 
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home of Gladys and B i l l Abbot t a f t e r the annual b i r d 
census. The s l i d e s had been taken by M r . A b b o t t ' s s i s t e r 
Mary and Mrs . Abbot t n a r r a t e d . 

Then began the s e r i o u s p a r t o f the mee t ing . The b y 
law changes were h a r d l y more than a f o r m a l i t y even 
though s e v e r a l amendments were i n t r o d u c e d . The s e s s i o n 
on the proposed changes i n the fee s t r u c t u r e was q u i t e a 
d i f f e r e n t mat ter and time only a l lowed c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f 
the r e g u l a r dues. The proposed change from $3 to $5 was 
debated w i t h energy f o r over h a l f an hour and the motion 
fo r an inc rease f a i l e d to ca r ry by the necessary ma jo r i t y 
o f two- th i rd s o f those p r e sen t . At that time there were 
s i x t y members p r e s e n t , a l though i t i s i n t e r e s t i n g to 
note that there were e i g h t y - n i n e people present a t the 
beg inn ing o f the meet ing . I n c i d e n t a l l y I should add 
here that at the February meeting there were 120 members 
p re sen t ; I r e g r e t the e r r o r i n r e p o r t i n g j u s t over 80 
p resen t . 

Dur ing the course of the evening M r . Br idgen 
announced h i s d e s i r e to r e s i g n from the p o s i t i o n o f 
t r e a s u r e r . He was soon g iven a vote o f conf idence i n the 
hope that he would r e c o n s i d e r . Mr . Br idgen has been a 
va lued member o f our e x e c u t i v e . 

The meeting was adjourned at 10.10 p .m. a f t e r which 
time refreshments were served i n the s t a f f coffee room. 

R. Beckett 

THE VARIED THRUSH 
V i c t o r i a people should be proud to show v i s i t i n g 

b i r d e r s o r o thers our V a r i e d Thrushes - not tha t they 
are always very p l e n t i f u l . Nor are they p l e n t i f u l any
where, f o r t h e i r range i s l i m i t e d bo th i n Canada and i n 
the Un i t ed S t a t e s . The map i n Robbins and Z i m ' s book 
shows them ex tending south from a l l of A l a s k a to the 
Mexican b o r d e r , eas t from the coast to the Rockies and 
i n t o h a l f o f southern A l b e r t a . Other p rov inces have 
o c c a s i o n a l records - Regina 1958, on ly one f o r Quebec, 
1890, but a w i n t e r i n g record i n New Brunswick i n 1960. 
These dates are from " B i r d s o f Canada". In the U . S . A . 
not much east o f the C a l i f o r n i a borde r . 

Even s o , i t i s not the r a r e s t Canadian thrush as 
some Eas te rners might be p leased to p o i n t ou t . The 
Wood Thrush has a very l i m i t e d range i n southern 
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O n t a r i o and Quebec, a l though I t has a wide range In 
eas te rn U . S . A . , from the Great Lakes to the G u l f o f 
Mexico and from the M i s s i s s i p p i to the A t l a n t i c . Nor 
does the Grey-cheeked Thrush come i n t o B r i t i s h Columbia 
except i n the extreme northwest near A l a s k a . Dur ing 
i t s m i g r a t i o n to such p laces as the West I n d i e s , Peru 
and B r a z i l i t i s f requen t ly seen i n c e n t r a l Canada. Our 
f i r s t s i g h t i n g was i n Manitoba In 1956. Another we saw 
had been k i l l e d by f l y i n g i n t o a l a rge window. 

But to r e t u r n to the V a r i e d Thrush . I t h i n k French 
Canada has a name f o r i t more d e s c r i p t i v e and, t h e r e f o r e , 
more u s e f u l , f o r they c a l l i t the C o l l a r e d M e r l e . 
" M e r l e " be ing t h e i r genera l name f o r th rushes . A name 
a l s o used i n S c o t l a n d f o r t h e i r b l a c k b i r d which i s a l s o 
a t h r u s h . That e x p l a i n e d a l o t when I heard a b l a c k b i r d 
s i n g i n g so s w e e t l y . L o c a l names f o r b i r d s do not seem 
to be used much anymore but Taverner i n h i s " B i r d s o f 
Canada" g ives some apt ones fo r the V a r i e d Thrush -
"Oregon Rob in , Wood Robin and P a i n t e d R o b i n . " 

As p r a i r i e b i r d e r s we were g lad to see our f i r s t 
V a r i e d Thrush i n 1960 and we have cont inued to see them 
around V i c t o r i a each year ever s i n c e . In 1966 we 
v i s i t e d the Malheur Sanctuary i n Oregon. F o l l o w i n g 
our usua l methods we went f i r s t to the headquarters 
b u i l d i n g to enquire about what b i r d s were around - i n 
t h i s case we wanted to know about Trumpeter Swans. 
Brush ing as ide such o rd ina ry b i r d s as Trumpeters the 
woman at the o f f i c e s a i d , w i t h r e a l exci tement i n her 
v o i c e , "But d i d you see the V a r i e d Thrush as you came 
through the t rees? I t i s a f i r s t r ecord fo r Ma lheu r . " 

I quote from E a r l Godfrey ' s " B i r d s o f Canada" 
"The thrushes are a very l a rge f ami ly w i d e l y 

d i s t r i b u t e d i n most pa r t s of the w o r l d . 
There i s a good d e a l o f v a r i a t i o n i n the 
appearance o f many spec ies but the young 
i n t h e i r j u v e n i l e plumage (and the adu l t s 
o f many spec ies as w e l l ) have spo t t ed 
b r e a s t s . . . . T h e fami ly conta ins some of 
the wor lds f i n e s t s inge r s i n c l u d i n g the 
N i g h t i n g a l e o f Europe and the Hermit 
Thrush o f Nor th A m e r i c a . " 

There are e igh teen spec ies o f thrushes i n Nor th 

Amer ica , t h i r t e e n i n Canada i n c l u d i n g the Rob in , the 
b l u e b i r d s and Townsend's S o l i t a i r e , but none are so 
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t r u l y B r i t i s h Columbian as the V a r i e d Thrush . Many 
would agree tha t t h i s b i r d would make a f i t t i n g candida te 
f o r P r o v i n c i a l B i r d o f t h i s P r o v i n c e . 

Reita Sparling 

BLOOM VS GLOOM 
I n s p i t e o f a l o n g w i n t e r o f low temperatures and an 

unusua l ly wet s p r i n g w i t h l e s s sunshine than no rma l , our 
w i l d p l a n t s are f l o w e r i n g not f a r o f f average da t e s . 

Gorse and broom, o f cou r se , are always e a r l y and 
o ther e a r l y sh rubs , such as h a z e l n u t , b i r d c h e r r y , spurge 
l a u r e l and fa l sebox f lowered not more than a few days 
l a t e r than i n 1971. 

Spr ing g o l d , V i o l a adunca and p e r e n n i a l d a i s y were 
a l l i n bloom February 9 th and skunk cabbage, water mont ia 
and b i t t e r - c r e s s were out a few days l a t e r . White 
e ry thronium was only 6 days behind i t s 1971 da te . 

T r i l l i u m i n my home garden on the n o r t h s i d e o f the 
house had good blooms March 1 4 t h , m i s s i n g one day o f 
e q u a l l i n g my e a r l i e s t r e c o r d i n 21 y e a r s . 

A l t o g e t h e r my 1972 l i s t i n c l u d e s 27 s p e c i e s , many 
o f them hardy p e r e n n i a l s l i k e c a t ' s e a r , dande l ions and 
gumweed. 

On the whole prospec ts seem favourable f o r a good 
year - s u r e l y we should have some b e n e f i t s from a l l 
that mois ture tha t has b l e s s e d (?) us t h i s season . 

M. C. Me lb urn 

VICTORIA DAILY TIMES, March 1 3 , 1972 
BROWN THRASHER 

WEST VANCOUVER (CP) - A brown th r a she r , a spec i e s o f 
b i r d not p r e v i o u s l y recorded i n t h i s a r e a , has taken up 
res idence at the home of a l o c a l r e s i d e n t . 

The t h r a s h e r ' s i d e n t i t y has been confirmed by exper t s 
o f the Vancouver N a t u r a l H i s t o r y S o c i e t y , who s a i d the 
b i r d has been recorded on ly once before i n B r i t i s h 
Columbia - i n the South Okanagan. 

* * * * 
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THE EDITOR'S MAIL BOX . . . 

416-3187 Shelbourne S t r e e t 
V i c t o r i a , B . C . 
March 14 , 1972 

E d i t o r 

Dear S i r : 

The o b s e r v a t i o n by M r . S. W. Chaffey ( N a t u r a l i s t , 28 , 
86 , 1972) o f an i n j u r e d Rufous-s ided Towhee b e i n g l i f t e d 
by another i s a very remarkable one indeed , but not un ique . 
W. Weydermeyer o f Montana r epor t s (Auk, 88, 431, 1971) an 
i d e n t i c a l s i t u a t i o n i n v o l v i n g C a l l i o p e Hummingbirds. A 
female c o l l i d e d w i t h a window and f e l l , i n j u r e d . Immedi
a t e l y a male came and l i f t e d her away. The hummingbird 
l i f t e d h i s companion by grasp ing he r b i l l i n h i s , u n l i k e 
the towhee, which l i f t e d h i s / h e r companion w i t h i t s f e e t . 

Miss B . S. Ormsby ( B i r d s , p . 30, Jan-Feb , 1972) 
repor t s a s i t u a t i o n where a European B l a c k b i r d was caught 
i n a n e t , and was d e l i b e r a t e l y buf fe t ed by s e v e r a l o ther 
B l a c k b i r d s u n t i l i t was shaken f r e e . 

As one o f our members, Derek E l l i s , p o i n t e d o u t , 
before one cou ld b e g i n to I n t e r p r e t such behaviour ( a s , 
f o r example, g a l l a n t l y r e scu ing a companion i n d i s t r e s s , 
o r any o the r e x p l a n a t i o n ) , one would need to know much 
more about what happened before and a f t e r , as w e l l as 
the normal behaviour o f the s p e c i e s . Not the l e a s t 
remarkable a spec t , Dr . E l l i s p o i n t s o u t , i s the p h y s i c a l 
a b i l i t y o f a towhee to f l y w i t h such a heavy l o a d . 

Yours s i n c e r e l y , J. B. Tatum 

NEW MEMBERS 

Mr. & M r s . J . L . C o l t e r 
Miss M. JLowe 
M r . Jack Ralph 
Mrs . V . Sch iade r 
M r . S. G. Mooney 
M r . & Mrs . Bernard E . Walsh 
Miss M. Wydiman 

#1 906 Pemberton Road 
16 Bushby S t r e e t 
1259 Roy Road 
#3 1055 Pendergast S t r e e t 
3312 Gibbs Road 
1446 Wende Road 
2938 Cedar H i l l Road 

BIRDS REPORTED 

Townsend's S o l i t a i r e (1) Dec. 1 Oak Bay G o l f Course 
D r . G. F . Houston 

B l a c k Brant (A) Feb. 21 C l o v e r P o i n t 
A . R. Davidson 

Rusty B l a c k b i r d (2) Feb. 23 Welch Road 
(male and female) 

West Saanich Road 
Mr . and M r s . V . 
G o o d w i l l 

Glaucous G u l l (1) Feb. 25 West Saanich Road 
Mr . and M r s . V . 
G o o d w i l l 

Golden Eagle (1) Feb. 26 Shoa l Bay 
( e a t i n g a duck) Mr . and M r s . A . R. ( e a t i n g a duck) 

Davidson 
V i o l e t Green Swallow (8) Mar. 4 E l k Lake 

Mr . and M r s . R. 
McKen z i e - G r i e v e 

P i e d - b i l l e d Grebe (1) Mar. 6 Inner Harbour 
A l e c James 

Hermit Thrush (1) Mar. 7 Arbutus Road 
Mary C l a r k 

Snowy I Owl (1) Mar. 7 Ogden P o i n t Snowy I Owl 
Ralph F r y e r 

Mountain B l u e b i r d (2) Mar* 15 Hunt Road 
V i c G o o d w i l l 

Horned Lark (1) Mar. 11 Esqu ima l t Lagoon 
A . R. Davidson 

Rhinoceros A u k l e t (1) Mar. 16 C l o v e r P o i n t 
E l e a n o r Davidson 

Rufous Hummingbird (1) Mar . 17 B i r c h Road Rufous Hummingbird 
Madel ine T i l l 

ADDENDA 

Both B e t t y Gibson and Jean Mui r r epo r t s ee ing 
European Widgeon i n February . D r . Houston s t i l l sees 
" h i s " p igeon Hawk In the downtown area and Mre. E l eano r 
Dav idson , on a recent f e r r y t r i p , s p i e d hundreds o f 
A r c t i c Loons , M u r r e s , and B r a n d t ' s Cormorants i n A c t i v e 
P a s s . 

M. & L. Slocombe, 3134 Henderson Hood (592-9047) 
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PROGRAMME FOR APRIL 1972 
E x e c u t i v e f l e e t i n g : 
T u e s d a y , A p r i l 4 

General M e e t i n g : 
X T u e s d a y , A p r i l 11 

B i r d F i e l d T r i p : 
S a t u r d a y , A p r i l 15 

Botany F i e l d T r i p : 
S a t u r d a y , A p r i l 22 

O r n i t h o l o g y M e e t i n g : 
T u e s d a y , A p r i l 25 

/ T i d e P o o l E x p l o r a t i o n 
v S a t u r d a y , A p r i l 29 

J u n i o r Group: 

3:00 p.m. Board Room 104M 
Prov i n c i a l Museum 

8:00 p.m. Newcombe Auditorium 
Provincial Museum (south entrance) 
Sierra Club presents: "The 
Nitxriat Story". 

Meet at Mayfair Lanes Parking Lot 
(north side - corner Oak and 
Roderick) 9:30 a.m. or Francis 
Park 10:00 a.m. Bring lunch 
Leader: Dr. Sparling 598-4262 

Meet at Mayfair Lanes Parking Lot 
(north side - corner Oak and 
Roderick) 9:30 a.m. for t r i p to 
Cowichan Lake. Bring lunch 
Leader: Terese Todd 479-2816 

8:00 p.m. Board Room 104M 
Prov i n c i a l Museum 
(subject to cancellation) 

Meet Dave S t i r l i n g and Freeman 
King at Cattle Point, 9:30 a.m. 
for a 2 hour v i s i t with i n t e r t i d a l 
animals and plants. Wear rubbers, 
speak s o f t l y , and carry a big 
s t i c k . 

Meet every Saturday 1:30 p.m. at 
Mayfair Lanes parking l o t 
(north side) 



VICTORIA NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY 

Honorary President 
Honourable W.K. Kiernan, Minister of Recreation and Conservation 

Honorary Life Members 
Freeman F. King, Albert R. Davidson, George E . Winkler, 
Miss M.C. Melburn, Miss E.K. Lemon, Mrs. L . E . Chambers 

Officers 1971 - 72 

President Vice-President 
Dr. Jeremy Tatum K.R. Beckett 

#416-3187 Shelbourne St. 4484 Markham St., R.R. 3 
592-1332 479-5548 

Immediate Past President 
Mrs. F.A. Sherman, 2168 Guernsey St. 598-3237 

Recording Secretary: Mrs. R.C. Muirhead, 3431 Salsbury Way - - 384-6005 
Corresponding Secretary: Mrs. H.F. Dickson, 2084 Neil St. - - - 592-1862 
Treasurer: E.E. Bridgen, 2159 Central Ave. - 598-4025 
Assistant Treasurer: Mrs. E.E. Bridgen - -

Programme Chairman: Miss Jennifer Brown, 809 Selkirk St. - - - 382-8006 
Audubon Wildlife Films: Miss Enid Lemon, 1226 Roslyn Road - - 598-3517 

A.H. Couser, #403 - 435 Michigan St. - - 384-0832 

Group Leaders 

Botany: Miss Terese Todd, Barker Road, R.R. 6 479-2816 
Entomology: Dr. R.A. Ring, 1467 Jamaica Road • - - 656-2246 
Ornithology: Rod Muirhead, 3431 Salsbury Way 384-6005 
Marine Biology: Freeman F. King, 541 McKenzie Ave. 479-2966 

David Stirling, 3500 Salsbury Way 385 4223 
Junior Naturalists: Freeman F. King, 541 McKenzie Ave. - - - - 479-2966 

Mrs. E.C. Osborne, 1536 Vining St. 385-8164 

Ornithology Records: Dr. Jeremy Tatum, (see address above) 
University Liaison: Dr. Jeremy Tatum (see address above) 
Membership: Mrs. A.R. Davidson, 2144 Brighton Ave. 598-3088 
Librarian: A.R. Davidson, 2144 Brighton Ave. - 598-3088 
Federation of B.C. Naturalists: Kerry Joy, Millstream Lake Rd., R.R.6 478-5093 
Friends of the Museum: Dr. D.B. Sparling,#9-1354 Beach Dr.- - - 598-4262 

A.D. Turnbull, 3614 Cadboro Bay Rd. - - 592-6025 
Publicity: Harold Hosford, 450 Tipton St. - - - - 478-5794 

"The Victoria Naturalist" 

Editor: Roy D. Wainwright, 3250 Exeter Road 592-1310 
Assistant Editor: Mrs. David Stirling, 3500 Salsbury Way - - - - 385-4223 

Annual Dues, including subscription: Single $3; Family $5; Junior $2 
Junior Membership is restricted to those not under 9Vz years and not over 18 years. 

Financial Year is May 1 to April 30. 
New members joining after January 1 - half fee. 

Dues and change of address should be sent to the Treasurer. 


